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I  IT  T  R  0  D  U  C  T  I  0  N 

The  present  study  is  tho  latest  in  a  scries  of  survey  research 
projects  dosjgned  to  obtain  audience  reactions  to  USIS-sponsored 
films  durinc  c^r  prior  to  general  distribution. 

The  USIS-sponsored  short  featixre  "iv'Ian —  Makor  of  ^.bundance" 
describes  the  development  of  industrial  production  and  its  impact  on 
tho  welfare  and  prosperity  of  mankind.   The  film  starts  off  by  showing 
that  until  100  years  a^co,  in  iinerica  as  elsewhere  in  the  world,  animals 
were  carrying  about  half  of  tho  workload,  man  about  onu-fifth, and  a 
few  machines  the  remainder.   Evi^n  though  man  v/orkcd  as  much  as  80  hours 
a  week,  tho  production  of  vital  goods  was  not  adequate.   But  tho 
creative  mind  of  man  invented  machines  which  Y/ore  to  ca.rry  the  main 
workload.   Industria.l  progress  began,  and  with  it  the  standard  of 
living  boga.n  to  rise.   The  constantly  rising  production  supplied  man 
with  the  necessary  .goods,   jiverago  weekly  working  hours  went  down 
from  70  to  40  hours,  while  wages  and  salaries  doubled.   Thus  man  has 
been  "nd  still  is  ceaselessly  working  at  the  extension  of  prosperity 
that  benefits  all. 

The  filEi  is  concerned  with  the  problems  of  industrial  production, 
pro3pL;rity  and  everyman'  s  share  therein,  a.nd  is  therefore  of  primary 
interest  to  employers  and  workers. 

For  the  purposes  of  this  study,  the  film  v/as  shown  on  various 
occasions  at  trade  union  meetings  and  SPD  party  meetings,   ..t  these 
meetings  the  following  proceduru  was  followed:   Prior  to  tho  film  showing 
the  audiouce  was  informed  that  interviews  would  be  conducted  afterwards 
in  order  to  measure,  jceactions  to  thi..  film.   Respondunts  were  obtained 
from  those  \/ho  vo.lunteered  themselves  as  subjects.   The  interviews 
were  ma.do  by  appointment  in  the  homus  of  the  respondunts  the  day  after 
the  film  showings.   The  I9I  interviews  were  gathered  in  Y/est  Berlin  during 
the  months  of  April,  May  and  June  of  195^  by  DIVO  -  _Gc.aell.schafi  fuer 
Markt-  und  ileinungsf orschung  m.b.H.,  ?rankfurt/Main,  a  German  survey 
organization  working  under  contract  with  the  Research  Staff, 
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s  u  II  II  ..  n  Y 

The  r.udicnce  whose  opinions  nrc  reflected  in  this  report  is  a 
spcciril  one  in  thnt  it  is  r.   prodoninantly  nc.le,  working  clr.ss  group, 
ovcr\/hclaingly  inclined  to\^'^.r4s  the  Social  Douocrr.tic  pr.rty  (with  cill 
thr.t  thr.t  inplies  ideologically). 

The  filn  was  genernlly  liked  by  its  viewers,  and  a  study  of  tho 
replies  to  the  q^ucstion  of  v;hat  they  liked  about  the  filu,  shows  that 
the  very  details  nentioned  as  being  liked  best  arc  those  '..'hich  involve 
the  basic  ncssage  of  the  feature  -  nanely,  technology  is-«iEtg'iaig^t4ian'*e^- 
wo*kraiid-S6i6ing3  theciBtandari- of  living. 

Perhaps  because  of  the  fact  that  the  overwhelning  uajority  believes 
the  picture  to  be  truthful  and  realistic,  about  nine  out  of  ten  would 
reconncnd  it  to  their  friends  and  relatives.  Mhlle   raost  viewers  realized 
that  it  was  an  J.nerican  produced  filn,  this  awareness  of  its  origin  did 
not  scon  to  inpair  their  belief  in  its  reliability. 

The  nusical  acconpaniuent  was  least  liked  of  the  filn's 
attributes. 

On  a  direct,  but  open,  query  as  to  what  the  picture  was  trying 
to  say  noi-e  than  eight  out  of  ten  revealed  a  fairly  precise  conpre- 
hension  of  the  thene.   It  is  worth  noting  that  oven  anong  this 
special  audience  fron  25  per  cent  to  ^0   per  cent  learned  soucthing  new 
or  received  nci.;  ideas. 

..^hile  a  number  of  positive  reactions  were  obtained  (e.g,  the  filu 
was  liked^  thene  conprehcnded,  and  sonething  new  learned  fron  it)  song 
findings  caused  second  thoughts*  Jilthough  alnost  everyone  considered 
it  important  that  such  a  filn  be  shown  in  Gernany,  only  about  half 
cited  the  thene  as  the  reason  wh;^;  it  should  be  done.   Then  too,  it  'v^as 
noticed,  that  respondents  were  not  certain  that  industrialization  alv/ays 
advances  the  general  welfare. 
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Vj  :iv.  t  oe  xeno'ioe-CcC.   the/:    the  res  ^O'alc.v'is   noxc   visitors  to 
0.   special  Icixid  of  nsetin^'  (and  si'.osecuer.t  f iln-sliowiiiG)*  •i'lie:'-  there- 
fore have  certain  charc.ctsrictic:^  in  C0i-i/:0n; 

The  audience  shov.'s  a  o.?.rhed  variation  fi-oia  the  nomal  '"sst 
Geraan  sau-j)le.  The  follo-.'in;,  tahle  ''Audience  Co-:_)Osition"  sho-.rs 
the  personal  characteristics  of  the  "uSIS-f il;-'.  audience  conpared 
against  ectiaates  for  '"'est  C-criian^,  The  filn  audience  is  -predo-ai- 
nantly  a  nale  one  (74>^  as  a'_,ainst  45;.  in  the  population^,  consist- 
ing larjel7  of  -jhite  collar,  skilled,  or  se/.ii-shilled  -rorkers 
(59/-  vs.  35/0 >  ^'■^0  ^-s  trade  union  raenbers  {llyo   vs.  ^J))j   in  the 
population)  or  SPD  inclined  individuals  (76/v  vs.  24-/0  participate 
nuch  more  in  sovae  organisational  activity  than  does  the  ordinary 
T7est  Cer.-e.n  (88-,.>  do,  ^ihile  only  52/j  have  such  activity'-  in  17est 
Gernany).  These  points  should  he  home  in  uind.  trheu  judganc  "the 
reactions  to  this  OClS-filn, 

Such  an  audience  \Tould  -  by  occupation  and  affiliation  - 
tend  to  sho-j  a.  nore  ?,ctive  interest  in  and  imderstanding  of  the 
particular  prohleu  represented  hy  this  short  filn  that  is  jof 
vital  intex-est  to  thevi,  than  a  normal  uovie-goinc  audience.  Their 
attitude  is  likely  to  oc  nore  critical,  o/nd  thus  their  approva,l 
or  their  criticisn  of  thiis  tj'-pe  of  filu  should  hear  veight.  It  ca,n 
he  said.,  that  the  reactions  Trould  he  indicative  of  the  opinions  of 
this  special  aud-icnce,  hut  allovr  no  coxiclusion  as  to  the  reactions 
of  a  Aenei-al  ■.'iovie--'5:oin£'  audience. 
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AUDiiLTc::  co:  position 


lien 


o  ansrer 


jusinessmen 


Lstinatcs  for 
(191  cr.ses)      ( 1  C4.5  cases) 


74^=  45/'-' 


TZomen  26  55 

Educjit_ion.! 

Universitjr  2  2 

Atitur    (diplona)  2  2 

lliddle  and/or  lii^h   school 

v;/o   Abitur    (diploiaa)  1S  1$ 

LJleraentarj"    scliool  80  85 

Income : 

500  ~Dj:  and  nore  18  25 

400  to  499  BI-  ''9  19 

500  to  599  Dll  25  24 

150  to  299  KI  28  19 

Up  to  149  3i-  7  8 


5 


5ocio«>Ecouoi.u.c   Status; 

IJpp'e'r                      '"  -  10 

.;iddle      •  40  55 

jjoiTQT  60  55 

Qj?i'^i*-'J^tL°i\  ( ro Gpondeiit^.- 

Prof  essiona,ls  2  5 


4  3 


Wlaite-Gollar  \7orkGrs  19  10 

Skilled  laborers  25  1t 

Semi-skilled  laoorers  17  "^2 

Domestic    service  6  5 

rarme.o,    farraliands  -  7 

Housevives  5                               .55 

Uneaployed  5  * 

Pensioners;    retired  17  ''1 

Students;    pupils  1  1 

Appi- entices  5  ^ 

Age : 

18  to  24  years  14  15 

25  to  54  years  12  20 

55  to  44  years  18  18 

45  to  54  years  28  22 

55  to  64  years  15  17 

65  years  and  over  15  10 

Family  Status s 

Harried'  64  65 

¥idoT.red             ,  10.  12 

Divoi-cod  4  2 

Sin^vlc  22  21 

•  (Cont'd  on  next  page) 

*  Loss  tlian  one  half  of  one  per  cont 

Q  Dascd  upon  results  of  survej^  conducted  in  ay  56» 


; Cont'd  xroLi  proGcdin^,   pa£;e) 


lelii'ion 


■J-!... 


Ilstino.tes   for 


Catlioiics  9}-i  Alyo 

Protestants  60  50 

Others  1  1 

.,0   re?.i,:;ion  50  2 

Partj  Prof crone e; 

"~SPB  IS  24 

CDJ/CSU  8  28 

I'DP  1  5 

other  parties  1  6 

ITo   -party  10  18 

ITo   party  preference    stated  4  19 

Orijin; 

ITatives                   '  82  76 

llefujees,    c::pelloes  18  22 

par  t_i  <^2-j}^ji2-J^J^^P-^^}p?-?-S~i^fIl'^?-EP  • 

Pa.rticipate   of"ten                                     _         6l  ^ 

Occasioiially  20  9 

Scldon  14  18 

IT  ever  5  70 

Yes,    association  14  17 

Yes,    clnb  2  2 

Yes,    trade  union  77  15 

Yes,    political    party  54  1 

Yes,    others  6  4 

Yo,    no   ueraber  12 68^ 

145;-^  Q  105/^ 


©  Some  respondents  hold  aore   than  one  acm''oership 


77her-  the  audience's   rrerueacy  Oi   aovie-/^;oin{_^-  is    studied,    tl:e 
fii,-uren    slio'/  th?.t   t^ro   tliirds   ::ay  "oe   considered   frecuent  iiovie- 
^•oers   iu  tliat   they  c;o   to    the  novies  at   least   once  a  uonth.    This  is 
so;Te:rhat   more   often   than  T/as   fouiid   to   "be   the   case    sone   years   a,jO. 

'•'lIoTT  often  do  ;^ou  go  to  the  aovies,  on  the  average?" 


Film 

!7est 

Audience 

TiTiT'~ 

Ger:ianv+ 
(1911) 

6 

2 

19 

15 

25 

H 

18 

U 

10 

9 

10 

11 

10 

2 

17 

'^ioo",.^ 

12 

IOO7. 

4  -  7  ti:-ie  a  t/eek 

2-5  tiues  a  neelc 

0  -ce  a  vreel: 

2  -  ^  tines  a  no nth 

Approxiaatelj'  once  a  month 

6-11  ti  les  a.  year 

5-5  tines  a  year 

Once  or  t*;ice  a  year 

Less  than  once  a  year 

J.To  opinion 


AUDiniCI]  PAY0IU12LY  DISPOSED  TOTfAilDS  SIIOnT  FEAimiES  ... 

To  furnish  a  point  of  reference  for  audience  appraisal  of  the 
filn  "Man  -  Maker  of  AlDun dance'',  people  irere  ashed  ho^;  they  liked 
short  features  in  general. 

The  general  disposition  to^iards  short  fea-tui-es  appears  to  oe 
generally  favorable,  since  the  overvdielning  majority  like  short 
features  in  the  general  novie-~5rogran. 


'Do  you  generally  like  to  have  short  features  included  in 
the  progTo.ni  (hesidcE  connercial  films  and  nensfeels) , 
or  don't  you  care  much  aljout  them?" 


Yes,  I  like  to  see  then  95^^ 

ilo,  I  don't  cs-ro  much  about  then  5 
l.'o  opinion/l  don't  care  one  :ray 

or  the  other  2 


100  7. 


+  Based  on  survej'-  nado  in  April  1955 
""  Less  than  one  half  of  one  per  cent 


Section  II  -■  General  Appraisal  of  tho  Film 
a.   General  Likes  and  Dislikes 

ALMOST  ICA-TCrLiOI®   SAW  THE    -iHOLE   FILM  Am)   REMELffiERED   IT   '.'/ELL 
v/HElJ  INTSRVIEV/ED    ... 

Almost    all    respondents    saw    the   vdiole   film,    while    a   mgre   handful 

(550)    scv/   only  part    of   it, 

"Did  you   see    the    short   feature    'Man,-  Maker  -Qf 
Abundance'?      (Did   you   see    all    of   it   or   only   part 
of   it?)" 

Ygs,    all   of   it  975;?; 

Yes,    only   part   of   it  3 

No,    not   seen   at   all  ^ 

Joofo 

At  the  time  of  t!ie  interview,  at  the  most  40  hours  after  the 

film  showing^  almost  evei'yoody  remeiabered  the  short  feature  '-Hvell" 

or  "fairly  v.'cll." 

"Do  you   still   remeiuher   this    short   feature?      (Reiaeraher 
it  v/ell,   fairly  well   or   scarcely?)" 

Yes,    well  Q3i 

Yes,    fairly  well  15 

Scarcely  2 

100% 

LAEGE^MAJOBITY  IDENTIFIES'"IlIAN  **   MAKER  OF.  ABUNDAHGE"  AS  AET"  " 

AMERICAN  PJIODUCTION  .  .  . 

Almost  nine  out  of  ten  among  the  audience  recognized  the 
short  feature  as  an  American  production.   Only  one  out  of  ten  thought 

it  was  a  German  film, 

"As  fa-r  as  you  knov/,  v.'hich  country  produced  this 
feature?   (That  is,  was  it  a  German,  English, 
American  or  French  short  feature?)" 

German  ^(yfo 

English  - 

French 

American  85 

Others:  1 

No  opinion/Undecidcd  ^   4_ 


I  \J  \^  /U 
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FILM  GiiNER.'.LLY  LIKED  BY  ITS  AUDIENCE  ... 

JudG:iii;::  from  the  results  obtained  by  direct  inquiry,  thy  film 
"Man  -  Maker  of  Abundance"  soomed  to  be  v/ell-roceivcd  by  those  view- 
ing it.   Aijited  \io\'i   they  likod  the  short  feature,  857J  of  the  audience 
rated  it  as  "very  well"  or  "well"  liked  with  the  weight  of  opinion 
leaning  towards  liking  it  "well"  {06%:}    rather  than  "very  well"  (19^0* 
"How  did  you  like  this  ehort  feature?   (CRD)" 

Very  well  ^^fo 

Well  66 

1^0 1  particularly  well  11 
A  little  2 

Not  at  all  2 

TTo  opinion 

100fo 
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TECHNOLOCrlClL  ASPECT  OF  CONTENTS  EAD   MOST  APPEAL'  •..  . 

The  spectators  did  not  fail  to  recognise  tho  basic  message  of 
the  film.   In  ans\.'Ci"ing  the  question  as  to  what  they  liked  about  the 
film,  a  lari;;-e  majority  (82'/o)  answered  in  terms  of  the  coh.te.iits  of  the 
film  rather  than  in  terras  of  such  externals  as  manner  of  presentation 
(18^).   The  sin^li  most  popular'  item  of  content  mentionod  \;as  the  do- 
\t9lbpmentL  of  technology  as  a  way  of  casing  man's  A.'ork  (52^i),   The 
film's  presentation  of  liov/  technical  progress  raises  the  standard  of 
living  was  brought  up  by  ^4fo,      Otlier  content  details  were- mentioned  by 
165^,  while  65^7  said  that  they  liked  everything.   Only  ^.fo   thought  so 
little  of  the  picture  as  to  answer  that  they  liked  nothing  at  all  about 
the  picture. 

Summary  Table 
"V/hat  did  you  like  about  this  film?" 

CONTEITTS  (825b) 


The  film  shows  developments  in  the 

field  of  technology  which  lighten  the 

v/orkload  for  man 
Tho  film  proves  that  technical  progress 

results  in  a  higher  living  standard 
Tho  film  gives  an  insight  into  living 

oonditions  in  the  United  States 
The  film's  theme  is  toi^ical  and 

realistic 
Othoi'  Uoontents"  ansv;crs 


52fo 

14 

8 

6 
2 


I.'UIOER  OF  PRESENTATION 

The  graphics 

The  composition  of  the  film 

Other  "presentation"  a.nswers 


(iBfi) 


85S 

6 

4 


G-EinHRAL  ANSV/ERS  ' 

I   liked   everything 

I    did  not   like    anything 


©     Some   respondents   gave    more    than  one    ansv/er. 


(Wo) 


TFo^ 


69S 

4 
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COMMENTS  IN  DETAIL  , . . 

"\/hat  did  you  like  about  this  film?" 

CONTENTS  (82;/^) 

Thu  iiliu  j1io\,c  dovulopiiientG  in  thu  fiold  of  technology 

which  li;^-::hton  the  \.-orkload  for  mran;  52'/^ 

"It  dGscribod  ho^'  technology  developed.   You  learned'  how 
people  v;Grvj  exploited  in  olden  times  and  ho\/  things 
changed  after  the  introduction  of  modern  industrial 
techniques,  suoh  as  the  assembly  lino  system*" 

"It  is  interesting  to  seo  hov;  much  easier  our  life  has 
become  compared  to  100  years  ago." 

"The  way  the  film  illustrated  development^  in  the 
technical  field  is  very  clear.   People  used  to  be  just 
drudges,  but  no'-v  machines  make  work  so  much  easier  for 
them," 

"It  made  mc  see  the  advanta,i,'e3  man  gains  by  using  machines*" 

"It  is  useful  in  that  it  compares  the  grueling  work  of 
former  tines  "with  pregent-day  labor-saving  techniques." 


The  film  proves  that  technical  progress  results  in  a 

higher  livin,^  standard;  14 

"It  pleased  me  to  see  that  by  employing  technical  means, 

that  is  by  using  machines,  people  were  able  to  raise 

their  standard  of  living  spectacularly," 
"The  film  wants  to  demonstrate  that  a  rising  standard 

of  living  is  coupled  with  technical  progress," 
"The  film  was  very  illuminating.   It  showed  how  well  you 

can  live  if  you  use  machines  to  do  your  work," 


The  film  j.'ivos  an  insight  into  living  conditions  in 
the  United  Statesi 

"As  i  understood  the  film,  it  wants  to  give  the  audience 
a  good  idea  of  American  living  conditions  and  that  interests 
me  very  much,   \/e  could  very  v/gll  take  it  as  an  example 
for  our  own  country." 

"I  received  very  thorough  information  on  the  daily  life 
in  the  United  States.   I  think  it  gave  %   true  picture 
because  tlio  film  was  made  by  the  trade  unions." 

"You  learned  the  truth  aboiit  the  United  States.   Here  in 
Germany  they  tell  a  lot  of  lies  about  America.   They 
never  admit  that  America  is  a  prosperous  country.   I 
liked  the  film  because  it  convoyed  an  allround  impression 
of  conditions  in  America." 


The  film's  theme  is  topical  and  realistic; 

"This  film  really  is  up-to-date.   They  didn't  tell  some 
silly  story,  but  were  only  concernod  about  real  lify." 

"It  jas  extremely  interesting  to  see  such  a  documontary 
film  as  it  depicted  life  as  it  really  is'*" 

"What  I  liked  especially  about  the  film  was  the  fact  that 
they  sho'.;c'd  us  people  at  v/ork.   I  think  they  are  just 
people  like  me  and  my  buddies.   The  film  showed  life  as 


(Cont'd  on  next  page) 


(Cont'd  from  preceding  page) 

Otlior  "content"  answers;  2' 

"The  film  dcnionstrated  that  by  tvorking  the  individual 
does  not  only  x-^rofit  himself,  but  helps  to  raise  the 
standard  of  living  for  all," 


MANNER  OF  PnESEiJT;.TION  ( 1  8 J^b ) 

The  graphics;  i 

"The  graphics  v/orc  clear  and  easy  to  understand.   I  was 

impressed  by  the  i,;ay  they  contrasted  raanpowor  and 

inachine  power." 
"I  likud  the  -schematic  illustrations  particularly  as 

they  were  easy  to  coraprehond," 
"I  found  the  'v.'ay  they  illustrated  the  statistical  data 

showing  ohanges  from  decade  to  decade  quite  excellent." 
"In  my  opinion,  the  illustrations  of  statistical  data  were 

especially  cloai"  and  instructive." 


3^. 


The  composition  of  the  film; 

"The  film  is  so  clovorly  composed  that  everybody  gets  the 

idea  behind  it." 
"The  chronologic a.l  composition  of  the  film  impressed  me. 

It  gave  a  clear  picture  of  the  technical  developments 

during  the  various  period  and  showed  interesting  details 

rounding  out  the  picture." 
"The  composition  of  the  film  pleased  me.   It  gave  a  clear 

idea  of  the  whole  story  of  technical  progress." 


Other  "presentation"  answers;  4 

"I  think  it  was  very  skillfully  photographed," 
"From  the  technical  point  of  view  it  was  a  very  good 

film." 
"I  thought  the  film's  techniques  interesting  -  e.g.  cutting, 

photographing." 

GENER;iL  aitsv;ers  (10^) 

I  liked  everything;  '    '  ^o 

"I  liked  everything  about  it.   It's  fine  that  they 
spar©  no  trouble  to  enlighten  people.   The  film  ig  very 
interesting," 

"The  story  the  film  presented  was  really  worth  seeing. 
I  liked  it  from  beginning  to  end," 

I  did  not' like  anything;         *  4 


"I  liked  nothing  about  the  film," 

";it  the  moment  I  cannot  think  of  anything  I  liked," 


Q  Some  respondents  gave  more  than  one  answer, 
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tUJORITY  I-LiFU  no  CniTICISM  TO  OFFER  ... 

i/hon  queried  at;  to  what  they  Gspocinlly  disliked  ;-.bout  the 
film,  almo;jt  hair  of  the  -udicncc,  nr.^ely  475^,  snid  they  found  nothing 
".t  all  to  criticiac  r.bout  the  picture,  ./hilo  ••in  additional  4  I>^^   Cent 
made  no  reply  to  the  tiuc^tion,   i.bout  a  third  ob'j^cted  to  various 
aspects  of  tiie  contents,  while  about  a  sixth  v/(jro  critical  about 
oome  liiannor  of  the  pre  sent;.; tion, 

;.mon{i  the  ob.joctions  made  to  the  contents  of  the  film  the  in- 
comparability  of  industrial  and  social  developments  in  America  and 
Germany  is  most  often  named  (14^).  I^    tendency  in  the  film  to  over- 
emphasise the  favorable  aspects  of  mechanisation  and  to  skip  over  its 
drawbacks  was  criticized  by  another  group  (I0^n),  while  some  respondents 
felt  that  the  rolo  of  trade  unions  in  their  .'faJghtt  for  social  improve- 
ments was  ncjloctod  (6^u), 

Summary  Table 

"V/o  arc  also  interested  in  hearing  your  criticism 
and  would  like  to  know  what  you  did  not  especially 
like  about  this  film?" 

CONTjUIITS  (39^) 

The  film  did  not  oonsidor  conditions  in 

Germany  I4p 

The   film  overplayed   the    positive    sides   of 

industrialisation  and  neglected   the   negcitive 
aspects  10 

The   film  did  not   shov;   the   role    the   unions 
played  in   the   fight  for  better   living 
conditions  o 

Other   an  severs  5 

IL'illlffin  OF   PRSSEilTATIOW  (^7?^) 

The    film  was    too   brief   for   such   a 

comprehensive   theme  '  9fo 

The    technical   composition   of   thg    film 

was   unsatisfactory  8 

IIO   GRITICISM/i   liked   :iVERYTIIING  {4T/o) 

KO   0?IiiIOIT/rIO   ..HSVfflR  (    4/^) 

1035^ 

Q  Some  respondents  gave  more  than  one  answer. 
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COIMEIITS  IN  DET;.IL  .,, 

"..'C  arc  r.lso  interested  in  hearing  your  criticism  end 
T/ould  like  to  know  what  you  did  not  especially  like 
about  this  film?" 

CONTENTS  '  (555^) 

The  film  did  not  consider  conditions  in  Germany;  *    M^'fo 

"There  is  r-.  danger  of  the  film  being  misunderstood  as 
it  exclusively  is  based  on  conditions  in  the  United 
States  and  disregards  the  situation  in  Germany." 

"They  should  have  paid  some  attention  to  conditions  in 
our  country  when  making  this  film,  for  after  all  we 
haven't  stopped  back  in  I85O,  cither." 

"It  would  have  been  a  good  thing  also  to  depict  con- 
ditions in  Gernany,  which  are  dismal,  to  say  the  least. 
If  that  had  been  done,  the  film  might  have  been  evon 
more  valuable  from  an  cducationaj.o jjoint  o^- '^ie'f*" 

"vThat  I  didn't  like  about  the  film  was  that  it  comes 
from  i.merica.  i.ftcr  all,  conditions  over  there  are 
quite  different  from  the  way  things  arc  in  our  country." 


The  film  overplayed  the  positive  sides  of  industrialization 

and  neglected  the  negative  aspects;  10 

"The  film  passed  over  quite  a  few  problems.   It  didn't 
discuss,  for  instance,  how  the  danger  of  the  machine 
becoming  the  master  of  man  can  be  averted," 

"The  film  didn't  make  it  clear  that  although  the  drain 
on  man's  nusclc  power  is  less,  his  nerves  are  strained 
much  more  severely.   This  ought  to  have  been  demonstrated." 

"In  the  wake  of  necha.nizntion  a  now  problem  ha,s  arisen. 
Many  people  lose  their  jobs,  and  a  largo  number  of  them 
are  too  old  to  adapt  themselves  to  new  working  techniques." 

"I  know  from  experience  that  even  in  the  United  States  work- 
ing processes,  still  arc  beset  by  shortcomings  under 
which  the  people  engaged  in  industry  suffer.  Why 
didn't  they  admit  that  there  arc  difficulties,  too?" 


The  film  did  not  show  the  role  the  unions  played  in  the 
fight  for  "better  living  conditions; 

"Nothing  was  shown  of  the  work  of  the  unions,   i^ftcr  all, 
the  workers  had  to  fight  to  achieve  their  present 
prosperity.  But  this  angle  was  neglected.  The  unions 
pull  considerable  ^/eight  in  American  life,  as  it  is. 
The  film,  however,  omits  their  part  completely," 

"This  film  neglected  to  mention  that  the  fight  the  unions 
carried  on  contributed  much  toward  building  up  our 
present  standard  of  living." 

"Nothing  was  said  about  the  important 'role  the  unions 
play.   If  you  show  this  film  to  the  younger  generation 
they  will  think  that  things  moved  along  smoothly,  so 
that  the  introduction  of  machines  led  tn  due  course 
to  the  proclamation  of  the  40-hour  week,  and  that  it 
was  as  simple  as  that.   Actually  what  has  boon  achieved 
is  largely  duo  to  the  efforts  of  militant  unionist 
groups.   This  ought  to  be  shown  quite  clearly  in  such 
a  film." 

(Cont'd  on  next  page) 
-  11  - 


(Cont'd  from  preceding  pr^go) 

Other  r.nsv/crsi  | 

"You  kno\/,  I  would  like  to  find  out  hov;  lifo  is  for 
..ucrior.n  housewives.   Do  they  h-.vo  to  toil  as  herd  ns 
we  do?  -  Tliis  filn  shows  only  the  nr.lc  world,  so  to 
speak.   I  feel  they  could  r.lso  have  illustrated  the  part 
woncn  play  in  ^'a-icrican  life." 

"I  didn't  like  their  use  of  this  ncans  for  making  pro- 
paganda for  J.ncrican  nothods." 

PLJ'IinCR   OF  rifflSEI!T..TION  (17/^) 

The  filr.  \/as   too  Tjrief  for   such  a   conpr^-hunsive   thene;  ! 

"The  pictures  illustrating  the  statistical  data'  wore  shown 

too  triefly.  1.    scqucncu  of  impressions  tunbled  down  on 

the  spectator  too'  fast." 
"In  soae  instances  the  story  sort  of  noved  in  leaps  and 

bounds  leaving  out  soue  events," 
"The  scones  in  which  prinitive  working  uethods  were  shown 

could  have  been  norc  elaborate.   ;,utonation  also  was 

only  touched  upon.   The  filra  could  have  been  generally 

nore  extensive." 
"The  feature  was  too  short.   The  idea  behind  it  \/ould  be 

norc  easily  understood  if  a  continuous  story  would  be 

offered." 


The  technical  copposition  of  the  filn  was  unsatis- 
factory: 8 

"The  technical  side  didn't  quite  please  ue.   The  draw- 
ings were  a  little  too  snail.   Sonchow  they  nade  a 
nuddlc  of  this  really  grand  story." 

"The  nusical  arrongenont  wasn't  too  good.   If  a  uachino 
is  running  or  a  blacksnith  works  a  piece  on  the  anvil 
only  strong  beats  are  suitable  for  acconpanying  the 
work  rythn,  and  not  waltz  tunes." 

"The  whole  topic  has  been  dealt  with  in  rather  (if  dry 
nrjinor.   Hot  everybody  will  succeed  in  llalC3i;gg  -^"""--nuaiessr 
scientist  with  playing  children." 

no  CRITICISIi/l  LIKED  EYERYTHIHG  (47^) 

"I  can't  think  of  anything,   I  liked  everything  about  • 

the  filn," 
"The  filn  was  so  good  that  really  no  criticisn  occurs 

to  ne." 
"I  have  no  criticisn  to  offer." 
"There  is  nothing  I  disliked.   I  found  the  filn  very 

interesting*" 

NQ  opii-iioh/iio  .uisl^r  jLJS. 

105^ 


e  Soue  respondents  gavu  aoro  than  one  answer, 
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mm   OUT  OF  TEN  WOULD  RECOI/miEND  FILM  TO  FRIENDS  ... 

ReadinoGs  to  recommend  this  film-u!tiOu0.tiijprO'"Uiaix,beoflansiiered 
another  tost  of  appeal.   On  this  point  also  the  film  does  very  well, 
since  89  per  cent  express  their  readiness  to  recommend  it  to  others, 
Only  10  per  oont  wotxid  .no±^.do  so. 


"Would  you  recommend  this  short  feature  to  your 
friends,  acquaintances  or  colleagvies  as  a  film  one 
ought  to  see,  or  would  you  not?" 


Yes  89/. 

No  10 

Undecided  1 

100^ 


AUDIENCE  JUDGES  FILM  TO  BE  INSTRUCTIVE,  INTERESTING  AND  OBJECTIVE  ... 

V/hon  the  audience  was  presented  with  a  card  listing  a  mixture 
of  favorable  and  unfavorable  adjectives  concerning  the  film  - 
"instructiveness,"  "interesting"  and  "objective"  were  most  frequently 
chosen. 


"In  the  following  we  have  listed  a  few  opinions 
which  could  be  expressed  concerning  this  film, 
li'hich  of  them  comes  closest  to  your  personal 
feeling?   (CARD)" 

The  film  is  untrustworthy  ifo 

The  film  is  interesting  45 
The  film  is  colorless  3 

The  film  is  propagandistic  22 

The  film  is  nice  and  appealing  10 

The  film  is  instructive  54 

The  film  is  convincing  20 
The  film  is  boring 

The  film  is  objective  }^ 
The  film  is  difficult  to 

understand  and  confusing         4 
No  opinion/None  of  them  applies 


1 90fo@ 


Some  respondents  gave  more  than  one  answer. 


-  13  - 


FAVORABLE  ATTRIBUTES  SELECTED  OVER  UNFAVORABLE  ONES  BY  V/IDE  IVK.RGIN  ... 

As  the  following  table  shows,  the  favorable  points  were  selected 
over  the  unfn.vorable  ones  by  c   ratioi^of  over  five  to  one. 

Among  the  unfavorable  attributes  of  the  film  "propagandistio" 
appeara  most  often  (22^),  while  only'  a  very  few  call  the  film  "difficult 
to  understand  and  confusing,"  "colorless"  or  "untrustworthy." 

V/hatevor  elso  may  be  gaid  about  the  picture,  it  is  interesting  to 
note  that  no  one  selected  "boring"  to  describe  the  film. 

Favorable  Attributes  Unfavorable  Attributes 

Instructive  54/^  Propagandistic  22^ 

Interesting  45  Difficult  to  understand 

Objective  51        and  confusing  4 

Convincing  20  Colorless  5 

Nice  and  Untrustworthy  1 

appealing  10  Boring  - 

160^  JO^b© 

VAST  x.L;JORITY  believes. film  shows  THINGS  AS  THEY  REALLY  ARE  ... 

A  further  probe  on  whether  or  not  "lAan  -   Maker  of  Abundance"  was 
considered  by  the  audience  to  give  an  objective  and  trustworthy  picture 
confirmed  the  finding  made  before  t   The  vast  majority  (825^)  said  they 
thought  the  film  showed  things  as  they  really  are,  as  against  15  pcr  oent 
in  whose  opinion  things  were  presented  too  one-sidedly, 

"Do  you  think  that  thig  film  shows  things  as  they 
roally  arc  or  do  you  think  that  it  presents  thorn 
too  one-sidedly?" 

As  they  really  arc  QZ'/o  t 

Too  one-sidedly  15 

No  opinion  _ _2_ 

100% 

@  Some  respondents  gave  more  than  one  answer. 
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Those  respondents  who  thought  the  film  presented  things  too 
one-sidedly  were  askod  to  spv,cify  what  thoy  meant.   Their  replies  show 
that  thoy  Tolt  the  film  tended  to  overemphasise  the  favorable  aspects 
of  mechanisation  and  failed 'to  show  the  shortcomings  or  that  it  showed, 
conditions  only  applicable  to  America,   These  are  the ■ same  points  which 
were  brought  out  as  general  criticisms  of  the  film  in  a  previous  questioni 

"Do  you  think  that  this  film'  shows  things  as  they 
really  are,  or  do  you  think  that  it  presents  then 
too  one-sidedly?" 

IF  "Too  one-sidedly"; 

"V/hat  do  you  think  was  presented  too  one-sidedly 
in  this  film?" 

The  film  only  shows  positive  sides  and  ignores 

the  negative  aspects;  9jS 

"The  good  sides  are  overemphasized.  Machines  haven' t  re- 
lieved us  to  such  a  great  extent  and  we  do  not  yet  have 

as  much  leisure  time  as  it  is  shown  in  the  film," 
"It  seems  to  me  the  story  is  a  bit  too  one-sided.   The 

film  does  not  depict  how  the  unemployed  get  along  over 

there  ■xiDr.l;  J  show  details  about  simple  workers," 
"They  did  iiot  show  the  negative  sides.   X  don't  know 

how  things  arc  in  ^.merica,  but  they  surely  at©  not  as 

ideal  as  shown  in  this  film,  for  the  Americans  are 

known  to  talk  big," 
"The  dar]:  sides  of  technical  progress  have  been  omitted, 

e.g.  supcrmodern  arms,  jet  airplanes  for  war  purposes 

and  atomic  science  utilized  for  the  development  of  ngw 

weapons." 

The  film  reflects  only  American  living  conditions}  3 

"It  only  shows  how  things  arc  in  America  whore  living 
conditions  are  quite  different  from  ours.   Over  here,  I 
think,  we  could  not  install  so  many  machines." 

"Everything  that's  shown  only  applies  to  America,   The 
film  does  not  depict  any  shortcomings  such  as  exist 
in  many  Goi-man  enterprises.   In  our  shop,  for  instance, 
there  are  neither  recreation.^  rooms  nor  rest  rooms  for 
women," 

The  film  was  not  clear  enough,  it  was  too  fragmentary;        ■   J 


too  snori;,   l  tninK  T^nai;  ux^rae  i/y  vkiuaj.  hw  o  uu  xii.    . 
a  case.   They  should  have  covered  this  theme  more 
extensively*" ' 

(Cont'd  on  next  page) 
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(Cont'd  fron  pru ceding  page) 

The  filn  docs  not  shpv;  tho  stT\ip:glo   of  wprkura  for 

hotter  livin,'-':  conditions:  29» 

"The  picture  cror.tos  the  improssion  t?iat  technical  pro- 
gress r.lonu  helped  people  to  attain  prosperity.   ;.ctually 
the  v/orkcrs  had  to  fight  in  order  to  get  their  share  of  pro- 
fit from  employers."  The  role  of  the  trade  unions  should 
be  clearly  demonstrated." 

"Thciyalv/aya  showed  workers  and  machines,  but  there's  no  mention 
of  who  brought  about  the  improvements,  I  mean,  the  role 
organised  labor  played  was  completely  omitted." 


Other  ans^/pr; 

"I  found  thc.t   the  viewpoint  was  too  one-sided  throughout," 


S-:Le3s  than  one  half  o£  one-per  <bent. 

@  Some  respondents  gave  more  than  one  answer, 


17%@ 
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AWARENESS  OF  FILM'S  ORIGIN  DOES  NOT  IMPiilR  BELIEF  IN  ITS  RELIABILITY  ... 

iis  oan  be  seen  from  the  table  bolowj  tho  awareness  that  the 
short  feature  is  an  American  production  dooG  not  impair  the  audience's 
belief  in  'the  objectivity  and  the  credibility  of  the  picture* 

"As  far  as  you  know,  which  country 
produced  this  feature?   (That  is, 
was  it  a  German,  English,  American 
or  French  short  feature?)"' 
"Do  you  think  that  this  film  shows 
things  as  they  really  are  or  do  you 

think  that  it  presents  them  too  No 

one-sidedly?"  opinion/ 

Gorman  American  Others  Undecided 

TW)     uw)      ("21       m 

As  they  really  are                  19fo  81^.  IOO/0  ^00fc 

Too  ono-sidcdly                '      21  15  -  - 

No  opinion                          -  4  -  - 

TOO^  lOOfo  lOOfo  100^ 
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b,      Rur.ctioiis    to    the   Tochnical  Fc^turos   of   tho  Piln 

I        »   I     •     l|    I      n    iliii       II      II         mill!  V|l    l^»  '       ■! IM'li.i'  .  II — 


uusic  LiL:.Si:  LIKUD  0;  vnciiTicAL  di;u:ails  ♦., 

The  rosjoudonts  '..'ci-g  aslcod  -..'hctlici"  the;'-  po.rticulax'ly 
liked  or  dislil:ci.''-  the  various  technical  details  of  tiiis  short 
feature.,  such  as  the  music,  the  text,  the  speaker  and  the 
drav/iiios.  All  of  these  received  uajority  a;pproval  (70/-  -  T2-/-') 
eixcept  for  the  uusic  to  -hich  oalj  a  third  (547^)  indicated 
their  liking,  for  it.  It  vas  not  that  the  nusic  was  actuallj 
disliked,  "but  rather  that  most  of  the  people  did  not  take  a 
stand  on  the  music  at  all  (58/j  had  nothinc,  special  to  say  ahout 
it  one  v;aj  or  the  other). 


'It  v:ould  he  nice  if  j''ou  v/ould  tell  us  noi'e  ahovit 
various  details  of  this  short  feature,  for  instaiice, 
trhat  you  particularly  liked  or  particularly  dis- 

•^^^^  •  Dis-  Can't  say 

Liked  liked  anything 

partic-  partic-  special/ 

ularly  Iii£i£iiil„  7-?   ^'^?-}^?-P?- 

?or  insta,nce,  did  jov. 
particLilarly  like  or 
particularly  dislike 
the  nusic?  34/^        dp  58pii,.,100>j 


3A^i 

8^ 

72 

3 

72 

1 

And  th.  text?  72         J       25 

^Ind  the  speaker?         72         1       27 

And  ho\:  a/oout  the 
drawings?  70        12       18 

Tor  the  "belief  that  a  selection  of  volunteered  co:.i::ients 
concerning  each  iten  —  "ijoth  favorr/olc  and  luifavoraole  -  -..'ould 
ftirnish  further  information  on  the  s-udienco's  reaction  to  the 
technical  presentation  of  this  short  feature,  the  follov.-ing 
illustrative  rer.arks  are  presented.  Since  they  -..'ere  uade  "bj^  a 
snail  scgrient  of  the  audience  they  are  presented  v.'ithout  per- 
centages. 
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Yoluiit ccr cd   Co.;i::.c:it  s 


FAVOEAJLL  A- ST7IKS_  _ 

Fa.vora'^jlc   co-ijiciat^c^  ajoout^  ypp,  py-S^P-PJ 

•'Tlic  nu3ict\l   r,cco:vpaninent   fibtcd  the  thc.ne  v.'ell,'' 

"iho  rausical   s.rra:i~encn-fc    couldn't   have    uoen  "bettor. 


£?, vqraj:! l_e  cpnide_nt_E_  ajjout   t]\c_ jfce_xt_; 

''I'hc   text  -..-as   niiite  oLjectivo  and  fitted  the  picture. 

It      ".Tas   terse   and   to    the   jioint.    The   text   "i.'as    -niitc   nice.'' 
"As   an  aoconpaninent   for   the    stor;^  the  te::t    ^-as   quite   sufficient." 


Farojrahljs^  cpnneivt_s_  iij30}it_jbjie__^')^eaj<_er  s 
"The    speaker  did  an   excellent    joh.'' 
"The    speaker  -.-as   pleasant." 


Pavora-hlc^jjouaonts   aoojirc  J^A^^  dr£urin^: 

"I  felt   the    schonatic   illustration   of  horse,    rao/n  and 

aachine  '..'0,3    espcciallj'-  impressive," 
"I  felt   the   drav;inG"s  T:ere   done  in   a  nev;,    uodem   style." 
"The   dravrin^.-s   deuonstratod  most    clearly  ho-.:   the   national 

inco/ae  is   increased  through  the  utilii:ation  of  aachine  pov/eri 


pt2\oji:  f a vo rah l_e_  cjOiuie n__t_s : 

"It  is  a  ^-ood  fila,  vcrj^  cleverly  done  and  competently 

coaposed.  Everybody  should  see  it,  ahove  all,  youny  people," 
"The  fila  vas  very  ',:ell  done.  The  story  is  veil  coaposed. 

I  think  it  uill  appeal  to  everj^hody.  Evcrythin:^  v/as  jui:t 

al)out  perfect," 


CIIITICISU 

Criticisa  of  the  ausic; 

"The  ausical  accoapaniaent  is  out  of  place.  It's  a  fila  that 
deals  ■"•ith  serious  proolcus,  not  s.   fairy  tale.  I  feel  the 
nusic  diverts  people's  attention  and  bothers  thea." 

"In  nj'-  opinion,  the  ausical  part  -.ras  out  of  tunc  -..-ith  the 
tenor  of  the  fila.  If  I  see  a  beautiful  landscape,  for  instance, 
I  vo,nt  to  har.r  elevatin.j  ausic  and  not  jo-S3,  a  thin:;,  I  actually 
experienced," 


Criticisa  of  the  text : 

•■Soac  parts  of  the  text  had  a  pronouncedl:'  propaj^^andistic  ;ri;"-~iv 
"The  text  -.vasn^t  elaborate  enou-^-h,  soae  norc  back{;ro-und  infora- 
ation  should  be  supplied," 


Criticisa  of  the  s^-)ep-kcr_; 

"The  narrator  spoke  too  indistinctly  ?,nd  it  "as  iapossible  to 

underste.nd  hia." 
"The  speaker  had  an  mipleasant  voice." 

(Cont'd  on  next  pac,"c) 
'  19  - 


(Cont'v."   xroii  ."H'ooocliui  pc.^o) 


Criti_ci_S£.i_  jD_f  "bhc^  clrp^7±nr;J3^  ..(j?A.cturo_sj^i 

'■"ou  had  a  liarc.   tine   tryiir-  to    fij^^u-Q   out  •..'ha-c   tliosc 

dra-.7in;;i;s  ncani;   to    c;:pre3G»   Actually  I'ra  atill   soaov;hat 

iu  t'.ic  dark.  " 
"'ihoso   dra-.vin/;,-s   arc   too    coriplicatod   for   si:,iplG   people." 
"I   folt   the  dra-..-irLjs  •..•ere    stra:i^-c   and  not   too   niGc« 

i'hcy  '..•ere   too   abrupt   a^nd   so;iolio".'  they   seenod  rather  point- 

loss,    I  •.•ac'.i't    enthusiastic    p.hout    then," 


_0_t_h  ca^_  _c  r  i  t  i  c  i  Si.i  s  i 

''iho  iil-;i  ■..■as  too  short,  'rhcse  thin;[,s  should  he  L)rou{_,ht  in 
rguch  tj,rcator  detail." 

''Perha,p3  it  -..'ould  he  a  oood  idea  to  discviss  the  filn  after-. 
tTarG.s^ "  * 

"Perhaps  they  ui^'ht  have  doao^nst rated  th:,t  a  ..•orkcr  in  the 
nachinc  a^-e  can  "bu^  a  bread,  half  a  pound  of  butter,  half 
a  povmd  of  sau3a(;,e  and  a  shirt  thro-m  in  for  one  hov.r's 
\;a;,cs.  Such  details  aal:o  a  story  like  this  more  i:ipressive. " 


20 


Section  III  -  Conprehension  and  Ir.ipact 

The  main  purpose  of  the  study  must  be,  of  course,  to  ascertain  whether 
or  not  the  filia  r.mnaged  to  put  across  its  message.  Beyond  mere  entertainment 
the  purpose  of  the  filn  was  to  show  productivity  as  the  key  to  progress  and 
plenty.  It  traces  the  econonic  history  of  the  U.S.  in  showing'the  tra.nsition 
fron  the  hardships  of  the  early  era  of  hand  toil  to  the  benefits  of  an  industi>- 
ial  society,  and  explains  how  this  was  accoaplished  through  the  increased 
productivity  rude  possible  by  the  industrial  revolution. 

Whether  or  not  the  respondents  succeeded  in  recognizing  this 
purpose  will  be  analyzed  in  the  subsequent  section, 

GREAT  MAJORITY  CCMPREHEND  THEME 

The  first  colur.in  of  the  suimary  table  ehovm  below  (labelled 
"Responses")  represents  the  actual  answers  given  to  the  question  "What  did 
this  short  feature  intend  to  convey?"  As  some  respondents  gave  norc  than 
one  answer,  it  \-ius   necessary'  to  sort  the  respondents  in  order  to  determine 
their  conprehension  of  the  filn.  The  second  column  (labelled  "Respondents") 
shows  the  degree  to  which  the  individuals  grasped  the  central  theme.  Res- 
pondents were  considered  to  have  understood  the  theme  if  they  naiaed  one  of 
the  two  first  ansirer  groups  among  their  replies.  Other  respondents  are 
listed  in  other  categories  when  they  did  not  mention  either  of  the  first 
two  types  of  answers,  but  simply  gave  a  reply  referring  to  such  things  as 
"living  conditions  in  the  U.S."  of  "the  role  of  unions  in  bettering  the  lot 
of  the  workers'". 

As  the  results  reveal,  the  theme  or  the  message  of  the  short  feature 
"Man  -  M'.kor  of  Abundance''  has  been  grasped  by  the  large  majority,  84^  of 
the  audience.  The  reiuainder,  it  is  interesting  to  note,  is  inclined  to  read 
other  meanings  into  the  film:  Such  as  the  assuiiiption  that  the  film  intended 
to  point  out  the  exemplary  living  conditions  in  the  U.S.,  or  that  its 
purpose  was  to  point  out  the  role  the  trade  unions  played  in  gaining  social 
achievements  for  the  workers . 
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"In  your  opinion,  what  did  this  short  feature  intend 
to  convey?  {\-Pn.at   was  the  nessage  of  the  filn?)" 


SUMMARY  TABLE 


Conprehcnsion  of  Thene 

The  devclopnent  of  technology 

■  hasxfacill±dted.xiaA.':s  wDrk 
The  iuprovenent  in  the  standard 
of  liying  is  the  result  of  tech- 
nical progress 
Non-coaprchens  ion 

The  exeuplary  living  conditions 

in  the  U.S. 
The  role  the  unions  played  in 

bettering  the  lot  of  the  workers 
It's  an  appeal  for  union  activity 
Other  answers 
No  opinion,  no  answer 


Responses 


[z-jio) 


31 


ll» 

6 

1 

5 

1 


■e"<MPJS?HairEl€)-¥  0?f  ']?HEMB 


121^ 
Responses 


Responderlg 


{im 


21 


6 
1 

3 

1 


100^ 


Respondents 
(84/o) 


The  developnent  of  technology  has  facilitated 
nan's  work: 

"It  proved  tha,t  due  to  the  invention  of  r.nchines, 
people  are  much  better  off  now.  We  do  not  have 
to  work  so  hard  anynore." 

"I  think  they  wanted  to  show  that  people  don't 
iTave  to  wcrk  as  liard  as  back  in  I85O  and  that 
nowa.days  3A  of  "tti^  work  is  perfortied  by  riachines." 

"It  showed  tha.t  teclinology  aids  tian  and  fa.cilitates 
his  work." 

"The  filn  denonstra.tcd  the  change  over  to  modern 
working  uethods .  It  na.de  clear  that  in  f  omer 
tines  people  actually  had  to  slave  in  order  to 
earn  a  living.  People  could  not  enjoy  life  at 
all." 

"It  denonstratcd  how  in  fomer  tines  people  had  to  toil 
and  that  life  is  nuch  easier  for  us  because  of  tech- 
nological achievcnents . " 

"Man  does  not  have  to  work  so  hard  anynore. 
Machines  take  over  a  large  part  of  the  workloa.d." 

"It  showed  that  the  workers  do  not  have  to  slave 
anymore.  They  arc  now  relieved,  but  not  repla.ced, 
by  nachines ." 


^ 


ey- 


p 


©  Some  respondents  gave  more  than  one  answer. 


(Cont'd  on  next  page) 
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(Cont'd  froti  preceding  page) 


The  iiaproveucnt  in  the  standard  of  living  is 
a  result  of  technical  progress: 

"It  is  intended  to  illustrate  hov  people,  through 
the  achievenents  of  technologj'',  nay  he  happier 
and  enjoy  greater  coafort  as  they  will  have  uore 
tixie  for  engaging  in  cultural  activities." 

"It  is  a  brief  and  clear  illustration  of  how 
technical  progress  contributes  toward  raising 
our  standard  of  living,  lb  now  have  nore  leisure 
tine  than  a  hundred  years  ago." 

"In  ny  opinion,  the  filn  vra.s  neant  to  denonstrate 
that  today's  people  have  achieved  a  better 
standard  of  living  by  letting  nachines  work  for 
then." 

"The  filn  was  neant  to  show  that  the  progress 
of  technology  serves  to  increase  the  social 
product.  I  aii  thinking  of  better  living  condi- 
tions, reduction  of  working  hours,  etc." 

"It  illustrates  that  through  the  use  of  nachines 
the  standard  of  living  inproves  and  the  lj-0-hour 
v/ork  week  lias  been  placed  within  reach." 


Responses 


Respondents 
2li 


NON-COMPREHENSION  (27^o) 

The  exenplary  living  conditions  in  the  U.S. : 

"It  shows  tliat  the  Anerican  standard  of  living 
is  higher  than  ours .  It  denonstrates  the  nodorn 
working  nethods  in  snail  workshops." 

"It  is  a  fom  of  propaganda  for  Anerican  pros- 
perity, Anerican  success  and  the  good  social 
conditions  in  Auerica." 

"Conditions  in  the  U.S.  were  to  serve  as  a 
nodel  for  us.  Tliat  \itxs   the  idea  behind  the 
fi3ii." 

"It  constitutes  an  account  of  the  success  tha 
Ancricans  scored  in  inproving  their  standard  of 
living  and  naking  life  nore  enjcy-'olo  for  the 
individual , " 

The  role  the  unions  played  in  bettering  the  lot 
of  the  workers : 

"It  was  intended  to  denonstrate  that  the  workers  \io:j 
of  living  has  inproved  considerably  during  the  last 
decades  through  the  work  of  the  trade  unions.  With- 
out then  we  would  still  have  to  toil  l6  hours  per 
day  like  our  fathers." 

"It  shows  the  different  working  conditions  in  I85O 
and  in  I95O  and  gives  a  general  idea  of  Anerican 
trade  union  activities.  It's  very  instructive  for 
the  Geman  worker." 

"I  think  that  this  feature  should  be  shown  to  young 
people.  It  wants  to  point  out  to  then  that  the 
workers  can  inprove  their  lot  only  if  they  stick 
together  and  bee one  union  nenbers." 

(Cont'd  on  next  page) 


{im 


\k 
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(Cont'd  fron  preceding  page) 

Responses    Respondents 
It's  an  appeal  for  union  activity;  1^  1^ 

"It's  an  appeal  directed  at  us  Geman  laborers 

so  that  we'll  riakc  r.iangenent  xuiderstand  tha.t 

we  ehould  also  have  a  say  in  niatters," 
"The  film  was  intended  ti  prove  why  the  deriand 

for  a  l;0-hour  work  week  is  justified.  It  neant 

to  show  that  even  the  workers  in  factories  who 

do  uechanical  work  are  submitted  to  a  heavy 

strain." 

Other  answers:  5  3 


"The   filn  showed  tliat  we  should  not  oppose 
technical  progress .  Sone  people  are  of  the 
opinion  that  in  the  course  of  tiiie  a  lot  of 
workers  will  no  longer  be  needed.  That  is  not 
true." 

"It  showed  that  the  positive  results  of  technical 
achieveuents  my  well  exceed  the  negative  effects 
if  people  only  show  the  good  will  to  live  in  peace 
and  unity," 

No  opinion,  no  austrer: 


1 


121^        lOO^s 


©  Soue  respondents  gave  nore  than  one  answer, 
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ONE  OUT  OF  FOUR  UEARHED  SOffiTHIKG  NIW  FRCM  THE  FIIM. , . . 

Ae  a  conveyor  of  nev  information,  the  filn  "Man  -  Maker  of  Abundance" 
does  not  score  as  high  as  on  popular  appeal.  One  person  out  of  four  in  the 
audience  felt  that  the  fila  offered  sonething  new  to  then,  while  three 
quarters  of  the  audience  reported  the  picture  did  not  show  then  anything 
which  they  had  not  known  before. 

To  understand  the  relatively  low  score  of  the  fili;i  in  this  respect, 
it  nust  be  borne  in  nind  that  the  particular  audience  was  presented  with  a. 
subject  about  which  -  it  can  safely  be  aesuned  -  they  were  by  virtue  of 
interest  and  profession  already  fairly  well  infomed. 

"Did  the  filn  perhaps  show  you  sonething  new,  that  is, 
sonething  that  you  had  not  been  inforaed  about  before, 
or  not?" 

Yes  2kio 

No  76 


100?i) 

COMENTS  OF  THOSE  VJHO  LEARI^ED  SCMETHING  HEW 

"Did'tM  filn  perhaps  show  you  sonething  new,  that  is, 
sonething  that  you  had  not  been  infomed  about  before, 
or  not?" 

IF  "Yes": 

"What  did  the  filn  show  you  that  was  new?" 

SUMMARY  TABLE 

Everjd;hing  was  new  to  ne  6^ 

The  extent  of  ni^-hanization  9 
The  high  living  standard  of  the 

working  classes  5 

Other  answers  3  ■ 

No  opinion  1 

2W 
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"Did  the-  film  perhaps  show  you  something  new,  that  is, 
something  you  had  not  heen  informed  about  before,  or 
not?" 

IF  "Yes": 
"What  did  the  film  show  you  that  was  now?" 


CCMIENTS  IN  DETAIL. 


Everything  was  new  to  me;  G$ 

"Just  everything'.   It  quite  shocked  me  to  learn 
that  it's  just  a  bunch  of  lies  what  our  function- 
aries tell  us." 

"I  must  say  everything  was  new  to  me  and  very 
interesting.   I  haven't  had  an  opportunity  before 
to  learn  much  about  the  life  of  the  American  workers." 

"E\rergrAhj.ngetaeafiltaiiBbo?e(i;Waac&.  nfew  Experience  for 
me." 

"You  see,  we  don't  know  very  much  about  the  United 
States  and  so  everything  was  new  to  me." 

The  extent  of  mechanization:  9 

"It  was  the  first  time  I  understood  the  magnitude 
of  the  technical  revolution," 

"I  have  never  been  given  such  a  complete  picture  of 
how  far  technology  has  advanced." 

"The  fact  that  it  is  already  possible  to  emplpj''  atomic 
energy  to  operate  machines  came  as  a  surprise  to  me." 

"I  was  not  very  well  informed  on  technical  developments. 
I  learned  to  what  extent  it^s  possible  to  replace  man- 
power by  machines.  It  became  clear  to  me  that  man  doesn't 
have  to  work  so  hard  anymore,  that  machines  can  relieve 
him." 

"I  had  no  idea  that  technical  developments  have  advanced  that 
far  over  there." 

The  high  living  standard  of  the  working  classes;  5 

"It  was  new  to  me  that  the  working  classes  can  gain 
through  greater  efficiency  and  standardization  in 
industry  and  that  the  individual  benefits  from  these 
technical  achievements." 

"Especially  for  us  people  from  the  East  Zone  who  are 
deliberately  kept  in  the  dark  this  film  is  informative . 
They  keep  telling  us  about  how  terribly  people  are 
being  exploited  in  the  U.S.,  but  as  you  could  very 
well  see  from  the  picture,  this  is  not  true.  Quite 
to  the  contrary,  their  living  standard  is  very  high." 

"I  had  learned  from  hearsay  that  workers  earn  a  lot 
of  money  in  the  States.  The  film  confirmed  this. 
Now  I  know  how  things  are," 

(Cont'd  on  next  page) 
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(Cont'd  from  preceding  page) 

Other  answers;  3fo 

"I  saw  that  everything  work^  very  smoothly  in 

American  factories  and  that  friendly  relations 

exist  between  employer  and  employees.   This 

isn't  quite  so  in  Germany." 
"I  found  the  story  of  sociological  progress 

illuminating.   It  makes  you  understand  that 

life  is  worth  living  today," 
"I  was  very  much  surprised  to  see  women  work 

as  drillers,  press  operators  and  grinders. 

I  did  not  know  that  American  women  had  to  do 

such  hard  work." 

No  opinion,  no  answers  1 

24^ 
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PIM  STIMULATED  NEW  VIEWS  IN  THREE  OUT  OF  TEN 

While  a  majority  of  the  audience  stated  that  the  film  did 
not  suggest  any  new  views  and  ideas  to  them,  a  sizeable  group  (50%  of 
the  audience)  said  they  had  gained  new  views  from  the  film. 

Here  also  it  should  be  remembered  that  we  are  dealing  with  a 
specialized  audience  —  one  v;ith  a  long  standing  interest  in  this  field. 


"Apart  from  yoixr  attitude  towards  the  film  — 
did  it  suggest  any  new  views  and  ideas,  or  not?" 


Yes  50% 

No  69 

No  opinion  1 

lOOfo 


The  comments  cited  below  record  the  new  views  and  ideas  that 
the  audience  named  as  received  from  this  film. 


"Apart  from  your  attitude  tovmrds  the  film  — 
did  it  suggest  any  new  views  cind  ideas,  or  not?" 

IF  "Yes": 


"What  nev7  views  and  ideas  did  the  film  suggest?" 


SUMMARY  TABLE 

The  introduction  of  American  methods 

in  Germany  is  commendable  Sfo 

Technical  progress  facilitates  man's 

work  7 

This  kind  of  film  should  also  be  pro- 
duced and  shown  over  here  3 

How  to  get  groups  together  2 

The  workers '  shat'e  in  the  national 

product  should  be  increased  2 

There  are  dangers  in  mechanization  2 

Atomic  energy  should  only  serve  peace- 
ful purposes  1 

Other  ansv;ers  5 

No  opinion  1 

Wo 
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"Apart  from  yoTor  attitude  towards  the  film  — 
did  it  suggest  any  new  views  and  ideas,  or  not?" 

IF  "Yes": 


"What  new  views  and  ideas  did  the  film  suggest?" 


COmiENTS  IN  DETAIL.... 

The  inifiroductisn  of  American  methods  in  Germany 
is  commendable; 

"I  thought  about  the  40-hour  workweek  which,  by  now, 
they  should  really  introduce  in  Germany,  too.  It's 
possible  in  America,  so  why  not  over  here  in  Germany?" 

"I  would  welcome  it  if  all  that  is  shown  in  that  picture 
could  also  be  put  into  practice  over  here." 

"The  German  worker  ought  to  be  taught  not  to  stand  in  ' 
such  awe  of  his  boss.  One  should  always  think  of  how 
the  boys  in  America  handle  these  things." 

"I  think  it  would  be  fine  if  some  of  the  achievements 
demonstrated  in  this  picture  could  also  be  brought 
about  in  Germany.   The  Germans  should  realize  that 
they  have  it  in  them  to  create  such  an  abundance  as 
shovvn  in  the  film." 

Technical  progress  facilitates  man's  work; 

"I  no\7  have  quite  a  different  outlook  on  modern 
technical  developments.   I  think  technology  should 
play  a  bigger  role  in  making  life  more  comfortable 
for  mankind." 

"Up  to  now  I  did  not  know  that  modern  machines  mean 
such  a  great  help  for  people.   I  learned  that  in  the 
future,  machines  will  be  developed  that  will  reduce 
workers'  physical  efforts  by  nine-tenths.   That's 
very  advantageous  in  my  opinion." 

"I  learned  that  every  kind  of  work  can  be  facilitated 
by  technical  means  and,  tnerefore,  one  should  think 
before  starting  to  T/ork;  How  could  I  simplify  v/ork 
with  the  aid  of  technical  devices?" 

"The  filn  gave  me  new  ideas  on  agricultural  machinery. 
It  \7ould  be  desirable  if  the  small  farmers  over  here 
could  also  afford  such  machines  because  they  make  it 
possible  to  plough  up  the  soil  deeper." 

This  kind  of  film  should  also  be  produced  and  shown 
over  here; 

"I  wish  this  kind  of  picture  would  be  produced  here 
in  order  to  give  special  consideration  to  German 
conditions  and  development  stages." 

"All  Gei'man  film  producers  should  take  an  example 
from  this  picture.   This  was  real  life,  convincing 
and  stirring.'' 

"I'll  keep  trying  to  obtain  more  such  pictures  to 
show  to  my  group  because  I  found  that  10  spoeches 
won't  be  as  impressive  as  one  film  of  this  kind." 


(Cont'd  on  next  page) 
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(Cont'd  from  preceding  page) 

Ho\7   to  get  groups   together;  25J 

"I  plan  to  get  together  the  young  workers  in 

our  shop   and  arrange  evenings  v/here  we  have 

discussions  or  cultivate  our  hobbies  just  like- 

it  was  shown  in  that  film." 
"It  gave  me  an  idea  how  to  promote  cooperation 

between  different  communities  of  interest,  such 

as  the  boss,  the  workers,  etc." 

The  workers'  share  in  the  national  product  should 

be  increased;  2 

"I  think  the  worker  should  also  profit  from  increased 
production.   Prices  for  consumer  goods  should  be 
reduced  and  wages  should  be  increased." 

"I  think  that  the  v/orker  should  be  able  to  afford 
the  goods  he  is  producing  to  a  larger  extent  than 
right  now.   That  would  also  contribute  to  defeat 
communism. " 

There  are  dangers  in  mechanization;  2 

"I  think  that  family  life  will  be  affected  by 

mechanization  because  the  machines  are  a  hard 

strain  on  a  worker's  physical  energy." 
"I  found  that  machines  should  not  only  be  valued 

positively  but  one  should  also  see  the  negative 

sides.   There  is  a  danger  of  man  becoming  too 

one-sided. " 

Atomic  energy  should  only  serve  peaceful  purposes;  1 

"That  atomic  energy  is  also  being  used  for  peaceful 

purposes. " 
"In  my  opinion,  atomic  energy  should  be  further 

developed  for  peaceful  purposes." 

Other  ansv;ors:  3 


"I  asked  myself  where  v/e  vfould  stand  if  there  had 
not  been  this  ill-starred  war  of  1939  -  45'   I 
consider  frequent  meetings  and  exchange  programs 
of  trade  unionists  between  GermaiTyand  the  USA  not 
only  necessary  but  also  very  useful.   Our  cooperation 
would  further  international  understanding  and  world 
peace." 

"Showing  such  pictures  to  the  v/orkers  demonstrates 
to  them  how  to  bring  about  economic  betterment." 

"I've  always  suspected  that  a  lot  of  what  v/as  said 
about  America  was  nothing  but  hooey,  but  now  I'm 
sure  of  it." 

Ho  opinion;  1 

Wo 
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iLiios]:  UTnnYOiii;  (iO'siTh]?s  'liait  -  iliil;ii  of  aj: uisaitci; •  iidpoi^tjiitt  poii 

G:;Hi.iAiTY  ... 

Ln   essential  test  of  impact  is  the  importance  people  attrilitite  to 
tlie  presentation  of  such  a  film  here  in  Geraanj'"  at  the  present  tine. 
Almost  everyone  to  whom  the  question  v/as  put  (namely  94^j  of  the  audience), 
regard  it  as  important  that  'Llan  -  I.Iaker  of  Abundance'  be  shown  here, 

"Ouite  apart  from  ivhether  you  liked  this  short 
feature  or  not,  do  you  personally  consider  it 
important  that  such  films  are  shorn  in  Germanyi 
or  don't  jo-a   consider  it  so  important?'' 

Important  947^ 

Hot  so  important        4 
ITo  opinion  2 

locy,.^ 
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LIT   OIILY  .3CUu?  ILlLr   GITD   TlZi   Tir;]I.E   AG   TIIi:  IfflASOlI  V/KY   IT    SYOULD 

5E  no::;:  ... 

■..liilo,  as  uao  seen  on  iDxecoding  pa^Sj  almost  evor^'one  said 
the  film  should  be  shown  in  G-ernaiiy,  their  reasons  for  so  doin^  do 
not  concern  the  central  thene  to  the  sane  extent,  ?ewer  thsui  half 
of  the  reasons  cited  (57/-  o'^'t  of  110/j)nontiou  tlie  role  technical 
proiiljreas  has  or  can  play  in  improving  working  conditions  or  the 
standard  of  living.   General  statements  concerning  the  inf oraational 
or  educational  value  to  be  derived  from  the  filn  (but  without 
reference  to  the  central  theme)  are  equally  frec^uent  -  56/^» 

"Quite  apart  fron  whether  you  liked  this  short 
feature  or  not,  do  2/ou  personally  consider  it 
important  that  such  films  are  shown  in  Germany, 
or  don't  you  consider  it  so  important?" 

IF  "Important" s 

"For  what  reasons  do  you  consider  it  important? 
(For  T/hat  other  reasons?)" 


PIT  TIE  13  AS  IS  OF  TIIF  THEMB  (57/^) 

The  film  demonstrates  how 
working  conditions  are 
improved  through  technical 
progress  3^' 

Ue  can  learn  from  U,S, technical 

progress  15 

The  film  shows  how  the  standard 
of  living  is  raised  through 
technical  progress  8 

OTISR  RSASOITS  (61^^) 

The  film  io  educating  and 

enlightening  pai Licularly  to 

the  younger  generation  31 

The  film  appeals  to  the  workers 

to  better  their  social  position       17 

Films   are  especially  suited  for 

information  purposes  8 

Other  answers  4 

IIo   opinion/ilo   answer  1 


118;;;© 


C      Sone  respondents   gave  more   than  one   aniswer. 
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coi::Ji;i:?s  i::  'd.-.u il 


"^;uite  apart  fron  whether  you  liked  this  short 
feature  or  not,  do  you  personally  consider  it  ■ 
inportant  that-  such  films  are  shovrn  in  Gen.ianyf 
or  don't  you  consider  it  so  inportant?" 

IF  "Important" ; 

"ror  v;hat  reasons  do  you  consider  it  inportant? 
(Por  'jhat  other  reasons?)" 


TIICI.IE  (575^) 


The  film  demonstrates  hou  ;>7orhing  conditions 

are  improved  throui'^h  technical  progress  :  5 6jj 

••People  are  reminded  of  ho\7  things  were  in  the  paat| 
\7hen  nan  had  to  depend  on  primitive  tools,  and  had 
to  work  lon^;;  hours  under  unfavorable  conditions. 
The  film  makes  it  quite  plain  for  everyone  to  see 
that  in  many  respects  thin/js  have  substantially 
improved  in  the  meantime.   Technology  actually  can 
"be  a  helper  of  man," 

"It  is  helpful  to  contrast  tiodily  toil  with  nachani- 
cal.\7ork,  for  one  thing.   In  that  way  people  will 
realize  to  what  extent  working  processes  have 
"been  facilitated  through  the  invention  of 
machines, " 

"It's  a  good  thing  if  people  como  to  understand 
how  hard  their  ancestors  had  to  toil  and  how  much 
lighter  the  work  load  has  become  for  then  due  to 
mechanical  aids," 

"It's  a  good  thing  for  people  to  reflect  on  how 
hard  people  had  to  work  in  the  past  and  how  much 
easier  life  has  become  for  us," 

"Everybody  should  get  an  idea  of  the  work  load 
people  had  to  carry  in  olden  tines  as  compared 
to  the  technical  achievements  of  today," 

"People  should  realize  that  life  v;as  an  endless 
drudgery  in  the  past,  v/hile  today  tecimical  pro- 
gress makes  things  increasingly  easier  for  people." 

V/e  can  leaxn  fron  U.S,  technical  progress;  _        15 

"I  feel  it's  a  good  thing  to  gain  an  insight  into 

American  conditions,  '..'e  can  learn  a  lot  from 

them," 
"After  having  seen  this  filn,  it  may  davrn  on  our 

own  people  that  the  workers  over  hero  must 

establish  more  personal  contacts  with  nanage- 

uent," 
"\7e  still  are  a  fev;  steps  behind  the  Americans, 

therefore  v;e  can  learn  from  such  films  how  far 

ahead  the  -Imericans  are  in  tccluiological 

developments  compared  to  G-ermanj''," 
"The  U,S,  can  serve  as  a  model  of  technical  pro- 
gress for  us  and  that's  worth  demonstrating  to 

a  large  a,udicnce,  \.'hat  do  we  kno-.;  about  xlncrica, 

I  ask  you?  ^  Hot  much,  to  tell  the  truth," 

(Cont'd  on  next  page) 
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(Cont'tT  fron  precotlins  V^-C°) 

'2l\p_   filn  sho-i;3  ho\;  tI;G  standard  of  living  is 

raised  t'lroutfi  tGclu^ioal  _prj|f.;rcss;  S^j 

"People  nixst   oone  to  understand  that  incrcasin^,- 

prosporitj'  liingos  on  technological  x)roi'rcss," 
"I  consider  it  useful  to  eulic^hten  the  workers 

Oil  tlio  consequences  of  nechanization  vhich  are 

that  they  v;ill  have  {greater  purchasing;;  power 

and  a  uore  cor-ifortable  life." 
"It's  a  jood' thin^  if  people  understand  that 

through  developing  end  installing  nei;  uachinery 

ve   can  suhstantially  inprove  our  living  con- 
ditions," 
"This  filn  should  he  shown  to  people  so  that 

they  T/ill  coue  to  understand  that  technology 

has  "been  instrunental  in  raising  our  standard  of 

living,   nowadays  evexi  a  sinple  worker  can 

afford  to  have  a  hathroon  and  a  "bedroon  in  his 

hone.  Host  of  then  take  these  things  for 

granted," 

The_  filn  i s  educating  and  enlightening 

particularly  to  the  yo^lngor  generajtion, :  3 1 

"I  consider  this  filra  an  inportant  aid  in 

educating  the  younger  generation,   Alsove  all, 

one  should  show  it  to  those  teen-age  hoodluns 

so  that  thej^  will  realize  that  those  people 

who  are  engaged  in  honest  work  can  afford  to 

lead  a  coafortahle  life," 
"As  a  result  of  the  war  nan;;,'-  young  people  are 

norally  a  little  unstable ,  and -that's  why  such 

filna  should  he  shovm  to  then,  Thej'-  are  a  bettor 

education  than  '."esterns, " 
"This  filn  will  benefit  the  young,  for  they  can 

learn  fron  it.   They  will  understand  how  hard 

people  had  to  toil  in  the  past," 
"It's  i^ecessary  to  inforn  the  yovuig  on  how  things 

stand  and  in  what  way  nan  can  benefit  fron 

technology.   One  shoiild  devote  nore  attention  to 

enlightening  the  you.nger  generation.   As  it  is, 

they  are  awfullj'-  indifferent," 
"There  are  a  lot  of  young  people  today  who  do 

not  talce  part  in  political  life  aaid  therefore 

know  little  aboiit  tlie  probleus  of  the  working 

population.   A  large-scale  infornation  and 

education  cCaxi^aaign'^  should  'be   directed 

especially  at  this  group.   This  filn  is  useful, 

to  be  sure,  although  a  filn  in  which  things  arc 

seen  fron  the  C-ernan  perspective  night  be  even 

nore  valuable," 
"The  filn  dononstrated  the  individual  working 

processes  and  also  explains  what  possibilities 

there  are  for  expanding  production.   As  a 

rule,  too  little  is  known  about  these  things'," 

(Cont'd  on  next  page) 
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(Cont'd  fron  precedini;j  V^G^) 

glie  fila  appeals  to  the  T/orl:ers  to  better 

tliGir  ^Goclal  position:  17/ j 

"Tecliiiological  developments  ask  for  a  re- 
orientation of  social  leiv^islation  covering 

T7orl:9rs»  Ilinding  the  nessage  of  this  filu, 

iinion  neiubers  should  strive  for  a  nore 

favorable  diYision  of  labor  a,nd  shorter 

working  hours," 
"I  tliink  after  ovir  uorkers  have  seen  this 

filu  the^  will  pound  the  table  at  last  and 

T/ill  stick  tojjether  uore  closely,  for  our 

aiu  is  the  4^-iioiir  'jeek,  after  all," 
"The  T/orkers  nust  forn  a  united  front  and 

nust  support  the  v/ork  of  the  unions.  The 

filn  expresses  this  clearly  enough," 
"This  filn  neant  to  remind  us  of  our  duty 

to  fight  for  a  better  and  easier  life  for 

our  children," 
"Our  buddies  over  here  should  develop  a  keener 

teajj  spirit  so  that  they  yould  staiid  nore 

strongly  xn^ited  against  the  propertied  classes. 

For  thenthej'  could  fight  to  obtain  their  rights* 

As  it  is  I  people  ovolr  here  a-re  awfully  in- 
different and  slow." 

Filas  are  esyocially  suited  for  infornation 

purposes;  8 

"Filns  are  the  nost  inportant  neans  for  in- 

fliiencing  the  broad  riasses.   One  should  uakc 

use  of  such  a  possibility  for  enlightening 

the  public  on  all  kinds  of  things," 
"As  people  nowadays  are  awfu.llj'-  inert  nentally, 

sober  or  drj'  lectures  sinply  won't  reach  thea. 

any  nore.   Pictorial  illu.stration,  however, 

especially  in  connection  \;ith  filiis,  will  al- 
ways ring  a  bell," 
"It's  a  good  thing  to  shov;  filns  for  v.'g  don't 

want  to  be  "lorcd  by  speeches,  A  filn  is  nuch 

acre  interesting.   You  won't -go  to  sleep  the 

way  you  would  during  a  lecture," 
"ITith  this  sort  of  filn\:hich  brings  the  story 

briefly  and  poignantly,  one  can  nalte  the  pro- 
gress of  technology  nuch  clearer  to  people 

than  one  could  do  \;ith  long  narratives  or 

reports, " 

(Cont'd  on  next  page) 
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(Co-.-.t'C  froii:  pi-Gcacling  pag-e) 

Ctlier_  a.r^j^QJJ3.:  ^'^ 

■  "Ir.Cv.strial  \.'orlcers   niist   see   ho-.;   tliir.^-s  have   tle- 
velopou,      TuQir  :.iust  vu'.clerstand  that   they  haven't 

.  ^.-aiiiGd.      J.lthouG'h  relaxations  have  "been  attainecl, 
fev;er  ucn  are   needed  to  rmi  industry,      Ilany 
lose   t:\eir   jo"bE   and  that  >  3  ".-hat   people   shov.ld 
bear  in  nind  -/hen  neu  not':ods    are   introduced," 

"This   filn  s:ionld  he   shou-n.,    to  he    sure,    hut   only 
heforc   t'lo   ri^-ht   people,      Tl^at   is,    people  \7ho 
are  versed  in  these  natters ,    such  as   politiciang 
and  union  functionaries.      Other  people  ;.ii/;:ht  nis- 
understand  the   fila," 

"The   older  ^'eneration  pays   too  little  attention 
to   this   prohleu,      That»s  why  it   is   necessary  to 
enli:yhten   then,    for  they  nu.stn't    spread  non- 
sensical  ideas.      If  you  listen  to   t'.ie   old  folhs, 
you  receive  the   inpression  that  our  organization^ 
the  unions,    tliat   is,    has   no  right   to    exist," 

llo    opinion/lTo   ansver:  .  ^ 

^_„ ^^g^^ 

G   Sone  resnondents  gave  nore  than  one  ansxrer. 
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OL' J     iU-i-.ki^;    J     IV..,-.U_i.v  .-.J.      X.^J     J.' J.JJ.    .     J-U      _.^'l      OU^    QJ — ..j*.j_i^      J.I.U.  UiuJ ;i       •   .   < 

Anong  the  fetr  coinients  coucerniiag  reasons  for  not   sliowin^;  the 
filr.,    its   iDreoccup^-tion  i;itl:  Jinericcn  conc'.itioiis   is   pointed   otit 
uost   often, 

"O.uito  apart   fron  ivliether  yoi:  liked  t;:is   sliort 
feattirc  ox"  not,    do  you  personally  consider   it 
ii.iportant   that   snc'i  filr.is   are   ahoirn  in  Goruany, 
or  don't   you  consider  it   so   inportant?" 

ri?_  ."Ilo.t  sp_  ipportant" : 

"For  vh^.t  reasons  do  3-ou  consider  it  not  so  important?" 

LIST  455 

"I  donJt  thinl:  it  is  inportant  to  sho^.•  this  film 
■becatise  there  is  nothin/j  nev;  in  it,  •  I  lear-ned 
the  data  it  r;cve   in  school  already  and  the  neu 
inventions  it  demonstrated  are  to  he  fov.nd  in 
Qvexir   encyclopedia.   As  to  -..-h.at  they  have  to 
say  about  labor  problens,  you  can  read  that  in  the 
neT/spapers'  econonic  section." 

"These  .jiierican  filns  hold  little  ueaning  for  ns. 
They  are  quite  interesting,  but  not  inportant, 
as  our  oun  problens  are  nore  vitc,l  to  us," 

'■•It's  because  these  filns  are  produced  in  .j::erica 
and  therefore  describe  conditions  over  there  which 
are  different  fron  the  situation  in  our  cov.ntry. 
It  "iToiild  be  a  i'ood  idea  to  nahe  filns  in  v/hich 
these  things  are  seen  in  the  Gernan  perspective," 

"■  e  haven't  yet  reached  the  st?,ge  of  developnent 
shoirn  in  this  filra.   Conditions  arc  different  in 
the  u,S«  and  thu.s  people  nay  form  a  trrong  notion 
of  hov;  things  are  over  here  after  having  seen 
t':is  filn,   Soaeho'/  I  feel  the  filn  is  too  strongly 
Anerican, " 
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RESPOIJDEITTS  HOT  CI]RT;.IH  IlIDUSTRIALIZATIOK  ALY.'AYS  ADVAIICES  GEITORAL 
17ELPARE  .  ,  . 

In  a,  further  invostigation  of  "udioncG  reaction  a  sorios  of  un- 
favoratlo  contentions  about  the  filu  \;as  prosentGd,  to  which  the 
respondents  v/ero  instructed  to  indicate  a^jreenont  -  in  v/holo  or  in 
part  -  or  disagrooncnt.   In  interpreting  the  results  of  such  an  in- 
quiry, it  is  important  to  understand  that  the  nothod  is  purposely- 
suggestive  and  hence  is  likely  to  err  on  the  side  of  oxag^jerating  the 
extent  of  criticns.   This  techniqtic  is  necessary  when  every  possible 
criticisn  is  desired  or  v/hen  it  is  necessary  to  overcome  audience  re- 
luctance to  criticize  "because  of  the  favorable  influence  of  the  nature 
of  the  sanpla  or  favorable  influence  inherent  in  the  iten  being  judged. 

Therefore  any  noticeable  absence  of  criticsn  on  particular  points 
T/arrants  firn  conclusions,  but  any  noticeable  presence  of  criticsn, 
v/hile  useful  for  guidance,  should  not  be  considered  to  be  entirely 
equivalent  to  a  less  suggestive  type  of  question. 

Study  of  the  results  tabulated  below  reveals,  first,  that  Dost  of 
the  audience  (nore  than  90^  on  the  average)  are  generally  inclined  to 
take  a  stand  on  every  possible  critical  contention  offered.   Second- 
ly, it  is  interesting  to  note  that  the  statenonts  nost  frequently 
subscribed  tp,  concur  with  the  audience's  aforenentioned  criticisns 
of  the  feature  -  which  have  already  been  cited  olsev/hero  in  this 
report. 

It  should  therefore  not  be  overlooked  that  a  good  share  of  the 
respondents  are  not  entirely  convinced  that  industrialization  ad- 
vances the  general  welfare  as  the  filn  attempts  to  shov/.  This  can 
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he   particularly  seen  in  that  the  largest  porcGntagos  find  sono  degree 
of  agreonent  v/ith  statement  A,   Hot/over,  it  is  gratifying  to  note 
that  the  respondents  consider  the  filn  a  serious  and  understandahlc 
contrihution  to  a  discussion  of  the  problens.   The  latter  conclusion 
seoHB  justified  when  one  notes,  that  barely  one  person  in  ton  agrees 
to  any  extent  with  answer  categories  B  and  D, 

"One  souetines  hears  unfavorable  renarks  about  the 
short  feature  "Man,  Maker  of  Abundance" .   \7e  have 
collected  a  few  of  these  renarks  and  \70uld  like  to 
know  with  which  of  these  you  would  fully  agree, 
T/ith  which  largely  and  with  which  you  would  agree  a 
little  or  not  at  all?"   (c;JlD) 


Negative  Positive 


ITo 


Fully  Largely  .-.lit.tle    ITot  at  all         opinion 

A  -  The  advantages  of 
technical  progress 
are  not  as  great  as 
depicted  in  this 
filn  -  nost  people 
still  have  to  \7ork 
pretty  hard  v/ithout 
benefiting  uuch  fron 

it  205;^   25;^.   19^-  62fo         33^0  %,.ioafo 

B  <-   The  filn  is  diffi- 
cult to  understand, 
one  does  not  quite 
know  v;hat  it  neans 
to  express  3      2      5  =  10      89  1 

C  -  The  filn  does  not 
nontion  that 
technology,  e.g. 
in  v."a,rs,  causes 
nuch  distress  and 
nisery  for  nan- 
kind  26     9    17  -  52     44         4 

3D  -  The  filn  is  too 
prinitive  and 
siuple;  and  there- 
fore carries  little 
convictiDn  2      2      5  =  9      89  2 

E  -  The  filn  pays  too 
little  attention 
to  the  social 
problens  v;hich  re- 
sult fron  the 
nechanizatioit 
process  26     13     18  =  57      50  5 
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